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A. NEED AND PURPOSE FOR EMERGENCY RULE 

 

 In light of the Gulf of Mexico Deepwater Horizon oil spill incident in federal waters 

approximately fifty miles off Louisiana’s coast and the threat posed to the natural resources of 

the State, and the economic livelihood and property of the citizens of the State caused thereby, 

the Office of Conservation began a review of its current drilling and completion operational and 

safety requirements for wells drilled in search of oil and natural gas at water locations. While the 

incidents of blowout of Louisiana wells is minimal, occurring at less than three-tenths of one 

percent of the wells drilled in Louisiana since 1987, the great risk posed by blowouts at water 

locations to the public health, safety and welfare of the people of the State, as well as the 

environment generally, necessitated the rule amendments contained herein. 

 After implementation of the Emergency Rule, Conservation formed an ad hoc committee 

to further study comprehensive rulemaking in order to promulgate new permanent regulations 

which ensure increased operational and safety requirements for the drilling or completion of oil 

and gas wells at water locations within the State. Based upon the work of this ad hoc committee, 

draft proposed rules that would replace these emergency rules are being created for the 

consideration and comment by interested parties. It is expected that these draft proposed rules 

will be published in the Potpourri Section of the Louisiana State Register on July 20, 2012. 

B. SYNOPSIS OF EMERGENCY RULE  

 

 The Emergency Rule set forth hereinafter is intended to provide greater protection to the 

public health, safety and welfare of the people of the State, as well as the environment generally 

by extending the effectiveness of new operational and safety requirements for the drilling and 

completion of oil and gas wells at water locations. Following the Gulf of Mexico-Deepwater 

Horizon oil spill, the Office of Conservation ("Conservation") investigated the possible   
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